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ment, and are very inferior in intelligence to most of the other
mammifers. If it be from the organic point of view that you
derive man from the monkey, because certain species of quad-
rumanes are caricatures of men in their physiognomy, why
may he not be derived as reasonably from the parrot, which
emits articulate sounds, the caricature of the human voice, or
even the nightingale, because that melodious songster of the
woods modulates his notes like our singers ?

The consideration of animal forms is of very little import-
ance in our estimation, when the matter in hand is to deter-
mine the place occupied by a living being in the scale of crea-
tion, for these forms are similar in type among all the supe-
rior animals, the body varying very slightly in structure in
all the great class of mammifers; and also because the phy-
siological functions are discharged in a similar manner by all.
The basis on which we ground our researches is quite dif-
ferent, it is the spiritual basis; we ask the faculties of the
mind to supply our materials of comparison.

It must not be supposed, therefore, that we espouse the
doctrines of Darwin and those who agree with him, because
we hold that the soul has a previous dwelling in the bodies
of several animals, before it reaches the human body; because
we admit that the spiritual principle begins in the germ of
plants, and that this germ grows and develops itself in pass-
ing through the bodies of a progressive series of animal spe-
cies, to issue at length in man, the end of its elaboration and *
perfection. The Darwinists take into consideration only the
anatomical structure, and put aside the soul. "We consider its
faculties only. We are guided, not by the materialistic idea